The Earned Ending Audit 
(Writing 101: How Stories Work)

Use this worksheet to evaluate whether your ending feels earned, aligned, and satisfying. Keep your answers clear and specific.
Part 1: Central Conflict Resolution
A satisfying ending directly resolves the main problem introduced earlier in the story.
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
What was the central conflict introduced during the disruption?
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
How is that conflict directly confronted in the final act?
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Is the conflict fully resolved, or intentionally left open? Why?
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________


Part 2: Internal Growth Alignment
The external outcome should reflect internal change.
Who was your character at the beginning of the story?
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Who are they at the end?
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
What specific belief, fear, or flaw changed?
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
How does that internal shift allow them to succeed (or accept loss) in the ending?
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________



Part 3: Earned Outcome Test
The ending should feel inevitable based on the character’s growth and choices.
Could the beginning version of your character have solved the final problem the same way? Why or why not?
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
What cost, sacrifice, or risk was required in the final confrontation?
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Were the seeds for this resolution planted earlier in the story? Where?
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Resolution Checklist
Does the ending resolve the central conflict?  Yes / No

Does it reflect internal growth?  Yes / No

Does it feel earned rather than convenient?  Yes / No
If you answered 'no' to any of these, strengthen the character arc or escalation before revising the final scene.
